
Eastfield Primary School Science Expectations 

Science Expectations          Pupil’s Name:  

A Year 3 Scientist    Page 1 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

 Working Scientifically    

1 I can ask relevant scientific questions and use a scientific question to answer them.    

2 I can set up simple, practical enquiries, comparative and fair test to explore a scientific question.   

3 I can make a prediction with a reason   

4 I can make systematic and careful observations using thermometers and data loggers to answer 
scientific questions. 

  

5 I can gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways that help to answer questions.   

6 I can use my findings to report in a variety of ways, including oral and written explanations, 
presentations using simple scientific language. 

  

7 I can record my findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts and tables. 

  

8 I can use my findings to report in a variety of ways, including oral and written explanations, displays 
or presentations of results and conclusions using simple scientific language. 

  

9 I can draw simple conclusions from my results and suggest an improvement.   

10 I can identify differences, similarities and changes related to an enquiry.   

11 Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or support my findings   

12 I can read, spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary accurately.   

 Plants – Observations over time    

14 I can identify the function of different parts of a flowering plant and trees. (roots, stem/trunk, 
leaves and flowers). 

  

15 I can describe the function of different parts of flowering plants and trees (roots, stem/trunk, leaves 
and flowers). 

  

16 I can explore and describe the needs of different plants for survival (light, air, water, nutrients and 
room to grow). 

  

17 I can investigate and describe the process of how water is transported in plants.   

18 I can describe the basic life cycle of a flowering plant (pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal)   

19 I can read, spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary accurately linked to plants.   

 Animals, including humans – Pattern Seeking   

20 I can explain the importance of a nutritious, balanced diet for animals and humans.   

21 I can explain in simple terms how nutrients, water and oxygen are transported within animals and 
humans. 

  

22 I can describe the purpose of the skeleton in humans and animals (support, protection and movement).   

23 I can compare the main bones in the human skeleton to an animal’s skeleton.   

24 I can describe and explain the muscular system of a human (support and movement)   

25 I can read, spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary accurately linked to animals, including 
humans. 

  

 Rocks – Sorting and Classifying   

26 I can compare and group rocks based on their appearances.   

27 I can give a reason for the grouping of my rocks. (describe the difference between sedimentary and 
igneous rock) 

  

28 I can describe how a fossil is formed.   

29 I can describe how soil is made.   

30 I can read spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary linked to rocks.   
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 Light – Pattern Seeking   

31 I can describe what dark is (absence of light).   

32 I can explain that light is needed in order to see things.   

33 I know that light is reflected from some surfaces.   

34 I can investigate and describe how a shadow is formed.   

35 I can find patterns in the way the size of shadows change.   

36 I can explain the danger of direct sunlight and how to protect my eyes.   

37 I can read spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary linked to light.   

 Forces and Magnets – Fair Testing   

38 I can investigate and compare how objects move on different surfaces.   

39 I can explain how some forces require contact and some do not, giving examples.   

40 I can explore and explain how objects attract and repel in relation to objects and other magnets.   

41 I can predict whether objects will be magnetic and carry out an enquiry to test this.   

42 I can identify magnetic materials and explain how I know.   

43 I can describe how a magnet works using 2 poles.   

44 I can predict whether magnets will attract or repel and give a reason.   

45 I can read spell, pronounce and use scientific vocabulary linked to forces and magnets   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


