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1. Introduction 

This plan is based on the contingency framework for managing local outbreaks of COVID-19 and the schools 
operational guidance, provided by the Department for Education (DfE).  

We will only implement some, or all, of the measures in this plan in response to recommendations provided by 
our local authority (LA), directors of public health (DsPH), Public Health England (PHE) health protection team 
or the national government.  

It may be necessary to implement these measures in the following circumstances, for example:   

 To help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within the school. Actions will be considered when either of the 
following thresholds are met: 

• There are 5 positive cases amongst pupils or staff who are likely to have mixed closely within a 10-
day period 

• 10% of pupils or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive within a 10-day period 

 If COVID-19 infection rates in the community are extremely high, and other measures have failed to 
reduce transmission 

 As part of a package of measures responding to a ‘variant of concern’ (VoC) 

 To prevent unsustainable pressure on the NHS 

 

2. Seeking public health advice  

When one of the thresholds above is met, we will review the testing, hygiene and ventilation measures 
already in place. 

We will also seek public health advice from a director of public health or health protection team. Sarah Hay, 
Head Teacher, will be responsible for seeking this advice, and will do so by telephoning the DfE helpline 
(0800 046 8687, option 1) or Local Authority Helpline 01902 553957 or emailing: 
schoolscovid@wolverhampton.gov.uk  Monday-Friday 9am – 4pm  

 

3. Shielding  

We will adhere to national guidance on the reintroduction of shielding, which would apply to those on the 
shielded patient list (SPL). 

We will speak to individuals required to shield about additional protective measures in school or arrangements 
for home working or learning.  

4. Other measures  

Parents, carers, pupils and staff will be informed promptly about the introduction of control measures. This will 
be done via our text messaging service, via the SIMS app and also via the school’s facebook page once a 
decision has been made.  

If recommended, we will limit:  

 Residential educational visits 

 Open days 

 Transition or taster days 

 Visitors coming into school 

 Parents coming onto the school grounds 

 Live performances / assemblies 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
mailto:schoolscovid@wolverhampton.gov.uk
https://digital.nhs.uk/coronavirus/shielded-patient-list
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If recommended, we will (re)introduce: 

 Bubbles, to reduce mixing between groups 

 Face coverings in communal areas and classrooms for staff and visitors (unless exempt) 

 

5. Attendance restrictions  

Attendance restrictions will only be recommended as a last resort. If recommended, we will implement the 
measures in this section.  

5.1 Eligibility to remain in school 

If restrictions are recommended, we will stay open for:  

 Vulnerable pupils 

 Children of critical workers  

5.2 Education and support for pupils at home 

All other pupils will be required to stay at home and will receive remote education.  

We will aim to deliver remote education that meets the same quality and quantity of education that pupils 
would receive in school, as outlined in our remote learning policy. The home page of our school website 
details all of our remote learning provision www.eastfieldprimaryschool.org.uk  

The school will continue to provide meals or lunch parcels for pupils eligible for benefits-related free school 
meals while they are not attending school because of COVID-19 isolation guidelines. Weekly hampers will be 
available for collection on a Monday, along with hard copies of the remote learning.   

5.3 Wraparound care  

We will limit access to before and after-school activities and only offer breakfast club during term time to those 
that need it most. We will not offer after school activities.   

We will communicate who will be eligible to attend once the restrictions are confirmed.  

5.4 Safeguarding  

We will review our Safeguarding / Child protection policy to make sure it reflects the local restrictions and 
remains effective.  

We will aim to have a trained DSL or deputy DSL on site wherever possible. 

If our DSL (or deputy) can’t be on site, they can be contacted remotely by phoning 07458 103112 or 07458 
103113 

On occasions where there is no DSL or deputy on site, a senior leader will take responsibility for co-ordinating 
safeguarding on site. 

When vulnerable pupils are absent, we will: 

 Speak to parents/carers and, where applicable, social workers and the local authority, to work out the 
reason for absence 

 Encourage attendance 

 Make sure vulnerable pupils can access appropriate education and support while at home 

 Maintain contact, and check regularly that the pupil is able to access remote education provision 

 

 

http://www.eastfieldprimaryschool.org.uk/
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COVID19 UPDATE – January 2022 
 

Public Health have advised schools to plan for 25% staff absence, 50% staff absence and 75% staff 

absence for the next 4 weeks (so up until half term). They are expecting Wolverhampton to hit between 

2300-3,000 cases per 100,000 starting this week and there will be an affect on all services within the 

Council and school. 

We are committed to keeping classes in school and as we have remained in bubbles then we think this 

should be achievable. Before we even think about home learning, then we will look at covering ‘in house’ 

using our HLTAs, support staff and non-class based staff. We will also join classes together if needed.  

However, if needed then we may need to send a class home to learn remotely, as a last resort and we 

are currently making lists of vulnerable pupils (according to the DFE guidance). This is our current 

priority list for year groups remaining in school (subject to change): 

Priority for Year groups remaining in school – based on FSM, SEN, Vulnerable pupils 

• Year 6 – SATs (tests are still going ahead and so children need to be in school) 

• Reception and Year 1 – most difficult to learn from home 

• Year 2  

• Year 5 

• Year 4  

• Year 3  
 

CHANGES with regards to COVID19 which affect school: 

From 11/1/22, if a member of staff (or a child) tests positive on a LFT test, they do not need to do a 

PCR test unless they have 1 of the 3 traditional COVID symptoms – cough, temperature, loss of taste or 

smell. they must then self isolate for 10 days OR they can take a LFT test on day 6 and 7 and if they 

are negative (and do not have a temperature) then they only have to self-isolate for 7days and they can 

return to school. 

Close Contacts – if someone is fully vaccinated (or a child aged over 5 but under 18 year and 6 months) 

and they are identified as a close contact then they no longer need to self-isolate. They are strongly 

encouraged to take daily LFT tests. Children under 5 are exempt from this testing and self-isolation 

LFT testing for people who have had COVID within 90 days - To identify more of the potential 

reinfections with Omicron on the return to school in January, it has been decided that testing has been 

amended to allow all individuals to participate in routine asymptomatic infection detection with LFT once 

they have completed their 10 day isolation period for their prior infection. 

Pupils / staff who are unwell with ill health presentations e.g. Headaches, sickness, sore throat, upset 

tummy etc are being asked by Public Health to take an LFT and not return to school unless the LFT is a 

negative result. If the LFT is positive then they do not need a PCR. IF PARENTS REFUSE TO LFT 

TEST THEIR CHILD, THEN THE CHILD CAN RETURN TO SCHOOL 48 HOURS AFTER THEY FEEL 

WELL.    

Information given to parents 7th January 2022 

COVID19 UPDATE FROM PUBLIC HEALTH 

It is really important that you do not send your child into school if they are unwell. This includes: 

headache, sickness, sore throat, upset tummy etc. Please do an LFT test and if it is negative and your 

child is feeling better then they can return to school. If your child is still feeling poorly with a 
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headache, sickness, sore throat etc then please do not send them into school, please LFT test again the 

next day.  

If you do decide not to LFT test then your child will need to stay at home until 48 hours after they feel 

well. 

However, please remember that if you child presents with a: temperature, cough or loss of taste 

or smell then they need to go to a test centre and have a PCR (proper COVID test) and must 

self-isolate.  

The best thing to do at the moment for your peace of mind is to LFT 2x weekly. If you or your child is 

unwell then please do an additional LFT test. If this LFT test is positive then you must self-isolate and 

let school know.   
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Managing Covid-19 from January 2022: local advice for educational settings in 
Wolverhampton – January 2022 

The following advice should be read in conjunction with the Department for Education (DfE) Contingency 
Framework: education and childcare settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings and the Schools Covid-19 Operational Guidance: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044530/S
chools_guidance_Jan_22.pdf  

Actions to take when you are notified of a PCR positive case in school 

Outbreak Management Plans 

Ensure your outbreak management plan / contingency plan is updated; describing what actions would be 
taken if anyone in the setting tests positive for COVID-19 and how the school would operate if advised to 
reintroduce additional measures.   

Keep a record of positive cases 

Keeping a record of all positive cases in school will enable you to keep track of the situation and take 
appropriate action if you think you have an outbreak.  A suggested case log template has been included. 

Notify the Local Authority Public Health Team 

Please notify the Local Authority when you are informed you have a PCR positive case in school by 
completing this short online form: https://consultation.wolverhampton.gov.uk/public-health/7e3ac2bc.  The 
information will be used only in the case of an outbreak and will enable the public health department offer 
support and advice if it is needed. 

Contact Tracing 

Schools are no longer responsible for contact tracing.  NHS Test and Trace (T&T) will follow up with contacts 
of positive cases and give them advice depending on their circumstances.  Those that are exempt from self-
isolation, including children under the age of 18 and 6 months and fully vaccinated adults will no longer be 
required to self-isolate if they come in to contact with a positive case.  They should however follow any advice 
given by T&T regarding accessing testing and taking any additional precautions such as avoiding contact with 
clinically extremely vulnerable people, ensuring frequent and thorough handwashing / sanitisation and 
wearing face coverings in enclosed spaces where approach.  The full government guidance for contacts of 
positive cases (who do not live in the same household) can be accessed via this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-
coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person.  There is separate guidance for household 
contacts of positive cases:   https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance.  

Extra actions if the number of positive cases substantially increases in a group 

If you have two or more confirmed cases in a group that is likely to have mixed closely (e.g. class / friendship 
group / sports team / meeting attendees etc.) within a 10-day period, this could indicate that transmission has 
occurred in the setting.  Identifying a group that is likely to have mixed closely will be different for each setting 
(see the contingency framework for examples).  The following measures should be taken if you suspect 
transmission within a group may have occurred: 

• review and reinforce the testing, hygiene and ventilation measures they already have in place. 

• whether any activities could take place outdoors, including exercise, assemblies, or classes 

• ways to improve ventilation indoors, where this would not significantly impact thermal comfort 

• one-off enhanced cleaning focussing on touch points and any shared equipment 
Where you have 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely that test 
positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period, you should also consider: 

• limiting residential educational visits, open days, transition or taster days, parental attendance in 
settings, live performances in settings for a period of 2 weeks in the first instance. 

• limiting non-essential contact between staff members (e.g. no face to face to face meetings, breaks 
taken in staff rooms) for a period of 2 weeks in the first instance 

Where you have 20-30% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely that test 
positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period, you should also consider: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044530/Schools_guidance_Jan_22.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044530/Schools_guidance_Jan_22.pdf
https://consultation.wolverhampton.gov.uk/public-health/7e3ac2bc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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• advise PCR positive cases that return 2 negative LFD tests 24 hours apart (after day 6) to continue to 
take daily LFDs for 10 days. 

• recommending daily LFD testing for a limited group or cohort (e.g. a class). This should be done for 7 
days OR  

• recommending a one off round of LFD testing for a larger group or cohort.  
 

When to seek initial public health advice 

You may wish to seek additional public health advice if you are concerned about transmission in the setting. 

The below thresholds can be used as an indication for when to seek initial public health support from the 
DfE helpline if you are concerned (0800 046 8687, option 1). 

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 
within a 10-day period; or  

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-
19 within a 10-day period 

For special schools, residential settings, and settings that operate with 20 or fewer children, pupils, students 
and staff at any one time: 

• 2 children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 
within a 10-day period 

Outbreak support 

If you have notified the local authority of your positive cases via the online form (see information above), you 
may be contacted for further information if a significant outbreak is suspected. However, the below thresholds 
can be used as an indication for when to may wish to seek further public health advice from Local 
Authority 01902 553957 / schoolscovid@wolverhampton.gov.uk  Monday-Friday 9am – 4pm (Out of Hours 
please call DfE 0800 046 8687, option 1). 

• 5 or more cases or 20% of teaching staff testing positive in a 10-day period 

• 30% or more of children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive 
for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

For special schools, residential settings, and settings that operate with 20 or fewer children, pupils, students 
and staff at any one time: 

• 2 children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 
within a 10-day period 

•  
All settings should seek public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to 
hospital with COVID-19. They can do this by phoning Local Authority Helpline 01902 553957 Monday-
Friday 9am – 4pm or the DfE helpline (0800 046 8687, option 1).  

Additional action could be advised by public health experts 

You may be advised by the Health Protection Team or DfE that additional action should be taken if it has been 
assessed that transmission is occurring in the setting.  The kinds of actions recommended will vary and are 
set out in the Contingency Framework. 

 

mailto:schoolscovid@wolverhampton.gov.uk

