
Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 1  Geographer  Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Locational Knowledge:   

I can explain where I live and tell someone my address.   

I can name the four countries in the United Kingdom and locate them on 
a map. 

  

Place Knowledge:   

I can compare human and physical features of Wolverhampton and 
other countries. 

  

I can talk about my local area and begin to discuss similarities and 
differences.  

  

Human and Physical Geography:   

I can name the 4 seasons.   

I can explain some of the main things that are in hot and cold places.   

I can identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation 
to the equator and the North and South Poles. 

  

I can use basic geographical language when referring to physical features 
including; beach, cliff, coast, sea, season, weather, port, harbour, forest, 
hill, mountain, soil. 

  

I can use basic geographical language when referring to human features 
including; city, town, village, factory, farmhouse and office. 

  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:   

I can recognise land and sea on a map.    

I can use world maps, atlases and a globe to identify the UK, other 
countries, continents and oceans.  

  

I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to look at the school and 
surrounding areas.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 2  Geographer Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Location Knowledge:   

I can name the continents of the world and locate them on a map.   

I can name the world oceans and locate them on a map.   

I can name and locate the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland and identify some of their characteristics. 

  

Place Knowledge:   

I can describe a place outside Europe using geographical words, discussing 
similarities and differences (referring to human and physical geography). 

  

I can discuss the similarities and differences between a small area of the 
UK with a small area of a contrasting non-European country (Turkey). 

  

I can describe some of the features of an island (UK).   

Human and Physical Geography:   

I can describe the physical features using words like forest, hill, mountain, 
soil, valley, vegetation, ocean and river. 

  

I can describe the human features using words like city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office and shop. 

  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:   

I can find school on an aerial map of Wolverhampton.   

I can use fieldwork and observational skills to look at the school and 
surrounding areas.   

  

I can use directional language (near, far, left and right).   

I can use simple compass directions (NESW at Kingswood).   

I can devise a simple map.   

I can use basic symbols in a map (road, church, building, river and 
canal). 

  

I can use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features (London). 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 3  Geographer Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Location Knowledge:   

I can identify the position of the Northern and Southern hemisphere.    

I can understand that continents are made up of countries.   

I can locate and name the countries making up the British Isles.   

I can identify major capital cities in the British Isles.   

Place Knowledge:   

I can explain the difference between Great Britain and the United 
Kingdom.  

  

I can compare a region of the UK with another region (Rome/Eastfield).    

Human and Physical Geography:   

I can observe and record human and physical features of the local area 
and begin to give reasons for their locations. 

  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   

I can use maps, atlases, globes, digital and computer mapping.    

I can begin to use the four points of a compass on a map.   

I can use some Ordnance Survey map symbols (canal, school, post office, 
place of worship, sports centre). 

  

I can begin to use a 2-figure grid reference on a map.   

I can use an atlas by using the index to find places.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 4  Geographer Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Locational Knowledge:   

I can carry out research to identify villages, towns or cities in my local 
area. 

  

I can find at least six cities in the UK on a map.   

Place Knowledge:   

I can explain why people may be attracted to live in cities.   

I can locate the longest river in the world.   

I can explain why people are attracted to live by rivers.   

Human and Physical Geography:   

I can explain why many cities are situated on or close to rivers.   

I can explain the course of a river.   

I can describe and understand the water cycle.   

I can talk about different types of settlements in modern Britain.   

I can observe, measure and record human and physical features of the 
local area. 

  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork   

I can use maps, aerial maps, atlases, globes, digital and computing 
mapping.  

  

I can use the four points of a compass on a map.   

I can use a four-figured grid reference.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 5  Geographer Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Location Knowledge:   

I can locate the main countries in Europe and Greece and name principal 
cities. 

  

I can locate and name the main counties and cities in England.   

I can identify the position and significance of latitude/longitude and the 
Greenwich Meridian. 

  

I can explain how time zones work and calculate time differences around 
the world. 

  

Place Knowledge:   

I can compare 2 different regions in the UK. (Rural/Urban)   

I can compare a region in the UK with a region in Europe (Greece and 
Wolverhampton). 

  

Human and Physical Geography:   

I can describe the key features of physical geography including coasts, 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

  

I can talk about different types of settlement and their land use (castles).   

I can discuss distribution of natural resources linked with land use 
(castles). 

  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:   

I can use maps, atlases, globes, and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied.  

  

I can begin to use the eight points of a compass.   

I can begin to use six figure grid references.    

I can use symbols and keys on an ordnance survey map (castle, parking, 
site of battle, viewpoint). 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expectations in Geography 

Geography Expectations - A Year 6  Geographer Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

Location Knowledge:   

I can identify the main environmental regions, physical and human 
characteristics. 

  

I can locate the main countries on a world map in Africa, North and 
South America.  

  

I can identify areas of extreme temperatures and weather.    

I can identify weather patterns around the world.   

Place Knowledge:   

I can compare a region in the UK with other countries, looking at 
significant differences and similarities. 

  

Human and Physical Features:   

I can understand economic activity including trade links.    

I can explore how physical geography can affect human geography 
(volcanoes & earthquakes). 

  

I can illustrate how land use has changed in the local area.   

I can locate key features including coast, erosion, hills, mountains, 
volcanoes and rivers.  

  

I can talk about how the human and physical features have changed over 
time.  

  

I can observe, measure and record human and physical features of the 
local area including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 
technologies.  

  

Geographical skills and fieldwork:   

I can use Ordnance Survey symbols and 6 figure grid references.   

I can use maps, aerial photographs, plans and e-resources to describe what 
a locality might be like. 

  

I can expand my map skills to include non-UK countries.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


